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Meeting Report Cortes Transportation Committee and 
Public Transport Meeting 
 
September 24, 2018 at 12noon   
Gorge Hall, Whaletown, Cortes Island 
 
 
Attendees: 
Claire Trevena, Province of BC's Minister of Transportation and Infrastructure Claire Trevena; Noba 
Anderson, Co-Chair, SCHN, Cortes Regional Director, Cortes Transportation Committee; Libby King, 
Coordinator, SCHN; Jack Mar from Quadra Island; Max Thaysen, Cortes Transportation Committee; 
Sonya Friesen, Cortes Transportation Committee; Kate Maddigan, Cortes Transportation 
Committee; Sheryl Thompson; Leona Jensen; George Sirk; Ashley Zarbatany; Bob; Su John; Wendy 
Laguerre. 
 
 
On September 24th, 2018 one of the Strathcona Community Health Network (SCHN) Co-Chairs, 
Noba Anderson, and SCHN Coordinator, Libby King, attended a meeting of the Cortes Island 
Transpiration Committee.  
 
This was part of a series of regional discussions around transportation. Previous meetings have 
been held in Gold River and Zeballos. A meeting is planned for Sayward in October. 
 
The Cortes Transportation Committee met from 10am (minutes attached) and was followed by a 

public meeting at 12 noon. 

Major themes from both meetings include: 

• Quadra Crossing: Report from Noba regarding discussions with BC Ferries regarding a cross 

Quadra, ferry to ferry bus service. The Minister was encouraged to hear of the progress. 

Noba will continue to monitor and progress. 

• BC Transit: Lack of connection between transit in Campbell River and the ferries, as well as 

no bus pullout (City of CR issue?) at the ferry terminal. 

• Possible regional interventions: The most pressing issues at a regional level relate to getting 

to and from the island, especially for those without access to a vehicle such as high school 

students attending school in Campbell River. 

• Quadra engagement: Jak suggested reaching out to the Quadra Chamber Board to progress 

Quadra engagement. 

• GERTI (Gabriola community bus): Discussion regarding the Gabriola community bus and a 

wider-community meeting on Gabriola that was planned but postponed. If the SCHN 
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transportation project moves to host a wider discussion in Campbell River, it was 

recommended that GERTI representatives be invited to attend and perhaps present. 

• Cortes Transport Study: Most of the recommendations from the study will be implemented 

at a local level, for example when roads are repaired.  

• Cortes Connection: There were a number of concerns raised about the Cortes Connection. 

The Cortes Connection operated a provincial passenger licence that has lapsed since the 

business is no longer operational. All at the table expressed a desire for the licence to be 

taken up either by a small business or a non-profit organisation. Much of the freight 

transport has been picked up by other businesses, but there remains no passenger service 

on the island. 

• School Bus: There was discussion regarding use of the school bus for non-school/student 

purposes. Suggested that the Regional Director and SCHN attend a meeting of the SD72 

Board to progress this. 

 

 


