
      

Minutes 
Cortes Transportation meetings, Sept 24, 2018   
Gorge Hall, Whaletown 
 
10 am: Private meeting with Province of BC's Minister of Transportation and 

Infrastructure Claire Trevena, and Libby King, Coordinator of the Strathcona Community 
Health Network (Strathcona Regional District). 
Also present: Regional Director Noba Anderson, Jack Mar from Quadra Island, and 
Cortes Transportation Committee members Max Thaysen, Sonya Friesen, Kate 
Maddigan 
  

Agenda: 
1.  Update  on Health Network activity  

2.  Review  of ministers' briefing on March 20 with Noba, Max, and Kate  

3.  Transport  Solutions  

4.  Barriers  to Progress 

 

1. Update on Health Network activity - discussed links between health and 

transportation 

 

2. Review of ministers' briefing on March 20 with Noba, Max, and Kate - We went 

through each item on that briefing and discussed Claire's progress on our requests: 

 

1. Increase pedestrian and cyclist safety through improved road 
maintenance, and widening at dangerous sections.  
-Minister suggested contacting MoTI manager in Courtenay 
 
2. Cross-Quadra/Cortes connection: shuttle bus, support for Uber on 
islands, public use of school district bus, or other public-private 
partnerships. 
-uber policies coming 
 
3.  ICBC Insurance policy updates: reward those who use their car less, by 
charging them less for insurance. 
-ICBC is under jurisdiction of Attorney General,  Talk to them 
 
4. Provincial support for ride-sharing, in all forms. 
-reluctant to support for safety concerns 
 
5. Neighbourhood Zero-Emmissions Vehicles (NZEVs): Instruct MoTI to 
reduce the speed limit to 50km/hr in some locations on Cortes to facilitate the 
shared use of the road with NZEVs 



 
6. E-Bike/E-Vehicle charging stations: Support, through funding and 
advocacy, the creation of charging stations. 
-there is support for EV stations, but not e-bikes…  

 

3. Transport Solutions - the Gabriola transport forum has been cancelled due to lack 

of funding from the province, Claire responded there is no money for such a forum.  

Jack asked if the ministry Claire oversees has a "commission" of sorts to facilitate 

management of rural transportation issues, she responded not a commission but does 

have staff working on this, and mentioned Alicia Trash’s name (sp?). 

 

Discussed partnering with Ministry of health to provide transport as in Mt Waddington 

Bus program.  Also discussed BC Ferries’ interest in partnering for shuttle across 

quadra.   

 

1:00 pm Public meeting 
 
In addition to attendees above, members of the public attending: Sheryl Thompson, 
Leona Jensen, George Sirk, Ashley Zarbatany, Bob, Su John, Wendy Laguerre 
 
Discussion: 
 
Libby covered the links between housing, health, transportation. 
 
Ashley questioned the minister about progress making Highway 16 (“Highway of Tears”) 
more safe. 
 
Max, Kate and Sonya updated the group on transportation solutions for Cortes. 
 
Wendy brought up concerns over Cortes Connection and replacing with a public (rather 
than private) bus on Quadra. 
 
 
 
 
 


